
how to find applied force in physics
how to find applied force in physics is a fundamental question that arises in various scenarios
within the realm of physics. Understanding applied force is essential for analyzing motion, predicting
outcomes in experiments, and solving real-world problems. In this article, we will explore the concept
of applied force, how it is calculated, and the various factors that influence it. We will also examine
practical examples to illustrate these principles clearly. By the end of this article, you will have a
comprehensive understanding of how to find applied force, enabling you to apply this knowledge
effectively in both academic and practical settings.
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Understanding Applied Force

Applied force refers to the force that is applied to an object by a person or another object. It is a
vector quantity, meaning it has both magnitude and direction. When you push or pull an object, you
are applying a force to it. This force can cause the object to accelerate, change direction, or deform,
depending on the context. Understanding how applied force works is crucial for mastering concepts in
physics, especially in mechanics.

In physics, forces are typically categorized as contact forces or non-contact forces. Applied force is a
type of contact force, which means it acts through direct interaction between two objects. Other
examples of contact forces include friction, tension, and normal forces. Recognizing the role of
applied force in conjunction with these other forces is essential for solving problems related to
motion.

Key Principles of Force

To grasp how to find applied force, it is essential to understand some foundational principles of force.
Here are a few key concepts:



Newton's Laws of Motion: These laws describe the relationship between the motion of an
object and the forces acting on it. The first law states that an object at rest stays at rest, and an
object in motion stays in motion unless acted upon by a net external force. The second law
establishes a connection between force, mass, and acceleration (F = ma).

Net Force: The net force is the vector sum of all the forces acting on an object. If multiple
forces are acting on an object, the applied force may not be the only force to consider. Friction,
gravity, and other forces can also influence the net force and, consequently, the object's
motion.

Equilibrium: An object is in equilibrium when the net force acting on it is zero. In such cases,
the applied force may be balanced by other forces, leading to no acceleration. Understanding
equilibrium is crucial for determining the conditions under which applied force is effective.

Calculating Applied Force

Calculating applied force involves understanding the forces acting on an object and applying Newton's
second law of motion. To find the applied force, follow these steps:

Identify the Object: Determine which object you are analyzing. Clearly define the boundaries1.
of the system you are studying.

List All Forces: Identify all the forces acting on the object, including applied forces, frictional2.
forces, gravitational forces, and any other relevant forces.

Apply Newton's Second Law: Use the formula F = ma, where F is the net force, m is the3.
mass of the object, and a is its acceleration. If the object is accelerating, the applied force can
be found by rearranging the equation: Applied Force = Net Force + Other Forces.

Consider Direction: Since force is a vector, remember to take into account the direction of4.
each force when calculating the net force. Forces acting in opposite directions will subtract from
each other.

Factors Affecting Applied Force

Several factors can influence the amount of applied force necessary to achieve a desired outcome.
Here are a few critical factors:

Mass of the Object: Heavier objects require more applied force to achieve the same
acceleration compared to lighter objects, according to Newton's second law.



Friction: The friction between the object and the surface it is on can significantly affect the
applied force. Higher friction means more force is needed to move the object.

Angle of Application: The direction in which the force is applied can alter its effectiveness.
For example, pushing an object at an angle may reduce the effective force acting parallel to the
surface.

Surface Conditions: The texture and material of the surface can impact friction, thereby
affecting the applied force needed to move an object.

Examples of Applied Force in Real Life

Understanding applied force becomes clearer with practical examples. Here are some everyday
scenarios where applied force plays a crucial role:

Pushing a Car: When you push a stationary car, your applied force must overcome the static
friction and inertia to get it moving.

Pulling a Wagon: When pulling a wagon, the applied force must account for friction as well as
any incline on which the wagon is being pulled.

Opening a Door: The applied force you exert on a door handle is an example of how applied
force can change the state of an object (in this case, from closed to open).

Common Misconceptions about Applied Force

There are several misconceptions regarding applied force that can lead to confusion. Here are a few
to be aware of:

Applied Force Equals Net Force: A common misconception is that applied force is the same
as net force. In reality, applied force is just one component of the total forces acting on an
object.

More Force Always Means More Acceleration: While greater applied force generally leads
to greater acceleration, this is only true if other forces (like friction) are accounted for.

Forces Can Cancel Each Other Out: It is important to remember that if forces are balanced,
the applied force may result in no motion, which can be misleading when analyzing situations.



By understanding these principles and clarifying misconceptions, one can more effectively analyze
situations involving applied force in physics.

Q: What is applied force in simple terms?
A: Applied force is the force that is exerted on an object by a person or another object. It is what you
do when you push or pull something.

Q: How do you calculate applied force when an object is
stationary?
A: When an object is stationary, the applied force must overcome static friction to initiate movement.
You can use the equation Applied Force = Frictional Force to find the necessary applied force.

Q: Does applied force change when the angle of application
changes?
A: Yes, the effectiveness of applied force can change with the angle of application. When applied at
an angle, only a portion of the force contributes to moving the object horizontally.

Q: Can applied force be negative?
A: Yes, applied force can be considered negative if it acts in the opposite direction of the desired
motion. In physics, direction matters, and forces are vectors.

Q: How does mass affect the applied force required to move
an object?
A: The greater the mass of an object, the more applied force is required to achieve the same
acceleration due to Newton's second law (F = ma).

Q: What role does friction play in applied force calculations?
A: Friction opposes motion, and it must be overcome by the applied force. Therefore, when calculating
applied force, you must account for the frictional force acting on the object.

Q: Can you give an example of applied force in sports?
A: In sports, when a player kicks a soccer ball, the force they apply to the ball is the applied force. It
must be sufficient to overcome friction and inertia for the ball to move.



Q: What is the difference between applied force and
gravitational force?
A: Applied force is the force exerted by an external agent, while gravitational force is the natural force
that attracts objects toward each other due to their mass. They can act simultaneously but are
distinct forces.

Q: How can understanding applied force help in engineering?
A: Understanding applied force is crucial in engineering as it helps in designing structures, vehicles,
and machines that can withstand forces during operation and ensure safety and functionality.

Q: Is it possible to have applied force without movement?
A: Yes, it is possible to apply force without causing movement. For example, when you push against a
wall, you exert an applied force, but the wall does not move, resulting in no displacement.
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