
how long is ap physics c exam
how long is ap physics c exam is a common query among high school students preparing for this
challenging Advanced Placement test. Understanding the duration of the AP Physics C exam is
crucial for effective time management and preparation. This article will delve into the exam's
structure, including the time allocated for different sections, the types of questions students can
expect, and tips for maximizing performance. By the end, you will have a comprehensive
understanding of what to expect on exam day and how to prepare effectively.
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Overview of the AP Physics C Exam
The AP Physics C exam is designed for students who have completed a rigorous physics course and
are ready to tackle college-level material. It is divided into two separate exams: AP Physics C:
Mechanics and AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism. Each exam assesses students'
understanding of fundamental physics concepts and their ability to apply these concepts to solve
complex problems.

The exam is highly regarded for its emphasis on calculus-based physics, making it ideal for students
considering a future in engineering, physical sciences, or mathematics. Each section of the exam is
structured to evaluate both conceptual understanding and problem-solving skills, ensuring that
students are well-prepared for collegiate physics courses.

Duration and Structure of the Exam
Understanding how long the AP Physics C exam lasts is essential for effective preparation. The total
duration for each of the two sections of the exam is as follows:

AP Physics C: Mechanics
The AP Physics C: Mechanics exam consists of two parts: multiple-choice questions and free-
response questions. The breakdown of time is as follows:



Multiple-choice section: 45 minutes

Free-response section: 45 minutes

Overall, the AP Physics C: Mechanics exam lasts for 90 minutes.

AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism
Similarly, the AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism exam also features a two-part structure:

Multiple-choice section: 45 minutes

Free-response section: 45 minutes

This means that the AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism exam also has a total duration of 90
minutes.

It’s worth noting that while both exams share the same structure and timing, the content and focus
differ significantly. Students can take one or both exams, depending on their coursework and college
requirements.

Types of Questions
The AP Physics C exams feature a variety of question types that assess a range of skills. Familiarity
with these question types can aid in effective study strategies.

Multiple-Choice Questions
The multiple-choice section consists of 35 questions that test students’ knowledge of physics
concepts, principles, and applications. Each question has four answer choices, and students must
select the correct one. This section accounts for approximately 50% of the total score.

Free-Response Questions
The free-response section contains three questions for each exam, requiring students to demonstrate
their problem-solving abilities through calculations, explanations, and graphical representations.
This section emphasizes the application of physics concepts and calculus skills and is crucial for
achieving a high score.

Students must manage their time effectively during this section, as it requires detailed responses
that showcase their understanding of physical principles.



Preparation Tips
Effective preparation is key to success on the AP Physics C exam. Here are some tips to help you get
ready:

Review the Exam Format: Familiarize yourself with the exam structure to allocate your time
wisely.

Practice with Past Exams: Utilize released exams from previous years to get a feel for the
types of questions.

Focus on Problem-Solving: Engage in solving a variety of physics problems to enhance your
skills.

Study Calculus: Since the exam is calculus-based, ensure you are comfortable with the
required math concepts.

Join Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can provide different perspectives and clarify
difficult concepts.

Consult Resources: Use textbooks, online resources, and review books specifically tailored
for AP Physics C.

By integrating these strategies into your study plan, you’ll be better prepared for the challenges of
the exam.

What to Expect on Exam Day
Understanding what to expect on exam day can alleviate anxiety and enhance performance. Here
are some key points to keep in mind:

Arrive Early: Ensure you arrive at the testing location with ample time to check in and settle
down.

Bring Necessary Materials: Bring your calculator (make sure it's allowed), pencils, erasers,
and any other permitted items.

Stay Calm: Approach the exam with a positive mindset. Stress can hinder your performance.

Read Instructions Carefully: Take your time to understand what each question is asking
before answering.

Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock to ensure you can complete all questions.



By being prepared and knowing what to expect, you’ll be set to tackle the exam confidently.

In summary, knowing how long the AP Physics C exam lasts is just one aspect of preparing for this
advanced test. By understanding the structure, types of questions, and effective study strategies,
students can enhance their chances of success on exam day.

Q: How long is the AP Physics C exam?
A: Each AP Physics C exam (Mechanics and Electricity & Magnetism) lasts for 90 minutes, consisting
of a 45-minute multiple-choice section and a 45-minute free-response section.

Q: Is the AP Physics C exam difficult?
A: The difficulty of the AP Physics C exam varies by student, but it is known to be challenging due to
its calculus-based questions and the depth of understanding required in physics concepts.

Q: Can I take both AP Physics C exams?
A: Yes, students can take both AP Physics C: Mechanics and AP Physics C: Electricity and
Magnetism if they have completed the necessary coursework.

Q: What topics are covered in the AP Physics C exams?
A: The AP Physics C: Mechanics exam covers topics such as kinematics, dynamics, work, energy, and
momentum, while the Electricity and Magnetism exam focuses on electrostatics, circuits, and
magnetic fields.

Q: How is the AP Physics C exam scored?
A: The AP Physics C exam is scored out of a possible 5 points, with scores based on performance in
both the multiple-choice and free-response sections.

Q: When is the AP Physics C exam typically held?
A: The AP Physics C exams are usually administered in May, during the College Board's AP exam
administration period.

Q: What calculator is recommended for the AP Physics C
exam?
A: A scientific or graphing calculator is recommended for the AP Physics C exam, but students
should check the College Board guidelines for specific allowed models.



Q: How should I prepare in the weeks leading up to the exam?
A: In the weeks leading up to the exam, students should review key concepts, take practice exams,
and strengthen their problem-solving skills, especially in calculus.

Q: Are there any resources specifically for AP Physics C exam
preparation?
A: Yes, there are numerous resources available, including official AP study guides, online courses,
and review books that focus on AP Physics C content and exam strategies.

Q: What should I do if I feel anxious before the exam?
A: If you feel anxious before the exam, practice relaxation techniques such as deep breathing,
positive visualization, and remind yourself that you have prepared thoroughly.
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